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1. THE CHARGE CALLED DEFENSE SECRETARY D.R. KOHLI, 

WHO HAS JUST ASSUMED THE POSITION, ON JUNE 12 ON THE 
REL-REEVES MATTER. HE SAID THAT HE WISHED TO INQUIRE 
WHETHER IT MIGHT NOT BE POSSIBLE TO DEFER ACTION 

ON THE CANCELLATION OF THE REL-REEVES CONTRACT UNTIL 
THE PRESIDENT OF REL-REEVES COULD DISCUSS THE MATTER 
WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. HE COULD ARRIVE IN NEW 
DELHI ON MONDAY, JUNE 16. KOHLI REPLIED THAT HE WAS 
NOT FAMILIAR WITH THE MATTER AND WOULD HAVE TO LOOK 
INTO IT AND BE BACK IN TOUCH IF HE HAD ANYTHING TO 
CONVEY. KOHLI SAID THAT SINCE THIS WAS A CONTRACTUAL 
MATTER WAS THIS SOMETHING IN WHICH THE EMBASSY HAD 
TO INVOLVE ITSELF? THE CHARGE REPLIED THAT THE UNITED 
STATES GOVERNMENT DID NOT WISH TO INVOLVE ITSELF IN THE 
CONTRACTUAL MATTER. IT WAS ONLY CONVEYING REL-REEVES' 
REQUEST FOR A DELAY TO PERMIT DISCUSSIONS WITH THE 
PRESIDENT OF REL-REEVES. 

2. COMMENT: IT IS NOT SURPRISING THAT THE NEW 
DEFENSE SECRETARY WAS NOT FAMILIAR WITH THE CASE AS 
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REMAIN DOUBTFUL REGARDING THE PROSPECTS FOR A FAVORABLE 
RESPONSE. IT SEEMS UNLIKELY THAT ANY HIGH-LEVEL DECISION 
WILL BE TAKEN SOON IN VIEW OF THE CURRENT POLITICAL 
CONTROVERSY OVER MRS. GANDHI'S FUTURE. 

SCHNEIDER 
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